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Oriental wisdom will prevent the threatened religious collapse in 
the Western World. Again, Jainism gets no more than scattered 
references. Apart from the intrinsic interest of this curious 
system, the omission of it together with the decay of Buddhism 
is apt to produce the impression that all Indian thought rests 
upon the recognition of the authority of the Vedas, and thus 
perpetuates the fallacy, to which Hegel gave definite expression, 
that "Indian philosophy thus stands within religion just as 
scholastic philosophy stands within Christian dogmatism." 

The last two chapters contain a good deal of valuable but 
disconnected information on the present condition of Indian life. 
It is clear that Mr. Frazer is by no means certain of the issue 
of the conflict of East and West: and he seems in particular to 
fear the results of the loosening of tradition and the decay of the 
authority of the Brahman. No intelligent person will deny-the 
gravity of the situation; and there is a certain satisfaction in the 
recognition by an authority like Mr. Frazer of the lack of founda- 
tion of the foolish optimism so often displayed in the matter by 
romantic people who ought to know better. They may be 
recommended to the study of Mr. Frazer's book: if it does not 
succeed in teaching them anything, it will at least convince them 
that there is a prima facie difference between India and the rest 
of the world. 

M. W. ROBJESON. 
Belfast, Ireland. 

THE GERMAN SOUL, IN ITS ATTITUDE TOWARDS ETHICS AND 

CHRISTIANITY, THE STATE AND WAR. By Baron Friedrich 
von Hiigel. London: J. M. Dent & Sons, Ltd., 1916. Pp. 
223. Price, 2s. 6d. net. 

Since the second half year 1914, there have been many at- 
tempts to discover the undiscovered country which to so few 
Englishmen has been a spiritual home. The secret of the domi- 
nant outlook of the German nation, the reason why it is what 
it is, the existence and peculiar character of the German Real 
Politik, the causes near and remote of the present war were ex- 
pounded by well-equipped, and by less well-equipped publicists. 
But Baron von Htigel has exceptional claims to a hearing. Hav- 
ing been born of a German father and a Scotch mother, much of 
his training and culture was German, and most of the recent books 
that have influenced him, the works of Rohde, Oldenberg, 
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Bernhard Duhm, Heinrich Holzmann, Otto von Gierke, Ernst 
Tr6ltsch, are German. Thus while his social and political 
outlook and sympathies have been "thoroughly, consciously, 
gratefully, English," he starts with the initial advantage of 
understanding both sides. His two studies of the German mind, 
reprinted with amplifications from the Church Quarterly and 
Quest, are remarkable for their patient sincerity, and wide knowl- 
edge of the intellectual development of Germany. In the first 
part of the book Baron von Hilgel gives an analysis of the teach- 
ing of two German writers; Friedrich Naumann and Professor 
Ernst Tr6ltsch. Naumann is a deeply instructive example of 
how a deeply Christian spirit finds room for the clear apprehen- 
sion and defence of a frankly naturalistic statesmanship, a fer- 
vent support of Bismarck's policy and temper, and indeed of the 
big armaments, big fleet and the Weltpolitik of the last quarter of a 
century in Germany. He reaches this strange dual devotion by a 
dissociation of private from state morality, and we have thus a 
curious presentment -of a "divided, unbridged soul," "a soul 
half-Christian, half-Pagan, half-love, half-violence.'" Even more 
interesting is the attitude of Professor Tr6ltsch towards personal 
morality and state morality, as it appears in two articles which 
appeared in the Neue Rundschau in 1916. It is significant that 
he gave as a general conclusion that "if the historians of the age 
of Bismarck emphasized state-egoism, they only meant to insist 
upon the difference between private morality and state mor- 
ality; they did not mean that states in their relation to each 
other were not subject to any moral law"; and Tr6ltsch also 
affirms that inter-state morality requires "not only fidelity and 
trust, consistency and clearness, the greatest possible measure of 
honesty and frankness, mutual respect and recognition," but re- 
quires also each state to take its place in the system of the great 
powers of European culture. Baron von Hilgel rightly lays stress 
upon the position attained by Tr6ltsch, as "costly and substan- 
tially true." 

In the latter part of the book, the various causes which have 
combined to produce the curiously uniform modern German are 
treated. In doing this, Baron von Htigel shows as the chief 
characteristic of German mentality the passion for intellectual 
theory, and the final obsession by general ideas, theory and sys- 
tem; and the modifying effect of industrial changes in the nine- 
teenth century, beginning with the invasion from America of an 
intense individualism at the beginning of the century. 

M. J. 
This content downloaded from 143.167.002.135 on September 16, 2016 14:27:27 PM

All use subject to University of Chicago Press Terms and Conditions (http://www.journals.uchicago.edu/t-and-c).


	Article Contents
	p. 257
	p. 258

	Issue Table of Contents
	International Journal of Ethics, Vol. 27, No. 2, Jan., 1917
	Liberty and Democracy [pp.  131 - 149]
	The Limits of Effective Legal Action [pp.  150 - 167]
	Josiah Royce: A Personal Impression [pp.  168 - 170]
	Report of the Royal Commission on Venereal Diseases [pp.  171 - 188]
	An Eighteenth Century Moralist [pp.  189 - 199]
	The Fulfilment of the Law [pp.  200 - 212]
	War and the Christian Ethic [pp.  213 - 224]
	Resist Not Evil [pp.  225 - 238]
	Book Reviews
	untitled [pp.  239 - 241]
	untitled [pp.  241 - 244]
	untitled [pp.  244 - 248]
	untitled [pp.  249 - 250]
	untitled [pp.  250 - 252]
	untitled [pp.  252 - 254]
	untitled [pp.  254 - 257]
	untitled [pp.  257 - 258]
	untitled [pp.  259 - 260]
	untitled [pp.  260 - 262]
	untitled [pp.  262 - 263]
	untitled [pp.  263 - 264]
	Shorter Notices [pp.  264 - 270]
	Books Received [pp.  270 - 272]




